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ARIZONA IS WHERE KATHRYN
BERTINE IS MAKING HER
TWO-WHEELED STAND FOR
EQUALITY IN ATHLETICS

hen Kathryn

Bertine first moved
to Tucson 20 years ago
from New York, the plan
was to get her master’s
degree and then return
East to start her career.
But something got in the
way of those plans: She
took a bike ride. "Every-
thing was planned out in
my 23-year-old brain,”
she says. “But life did a
wonderful thing and took
a different turn.”

Seeing Tucson and
the surrounding Sonoran
Desert from the saddle
was an eye-opener. The
pace of life, the closeness
of nature, and the open-
ness of the community
all became even more
apparent on her daily rides.
“Cycling really gave me
this amazing gift of being
able to see Tucson—and
all of Arizona, really—from
a unique perspective,”
she says.
She also loved the

competitive aspect. A
former Division | rower
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and pro figure skater, she
soon began competing in
triathlons, including three
years as a professional,
before becoming a pro
cyclist at the age of 31. A
nasty crash cut her career
short, which allowed
her to focus on another
project during her time
in Arizona: her passion to
bring parity to women'’s
professional road cycling.
Male endurance
athletes often receive a
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amazing gift of
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base salary or sponsor-
ship deals that allow them
to train the majority of
the time. Their female
counterparts, on the
other hand, often get paid
a fraction as much and
have to find other ways to
supplement their income.
To help change that
situation, Bertine directed
a feature documentary

in 2014 called “Half the
Road,” which explored
the issues and inequali-
ties in women's cycling.
She also co-founded Le
Tour Entier, a group that
succeeded in getting
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women into the Tour de
France in 2014. Then, in
2017, she launched the
Homestretch Foundation
in Tucson, an organiza-
tion that advocates for
gender equality in sports
and also offers training
residencies for elite and
professional-level athletes
who can live there for free
while pursuing their goals.
Athletes from around
the nation and the world
come to Homestretch
for one to six months to
train and learn from one
another. And while the
camaraderie is a big part
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of Homestretch, Bertine
says just being in Tucson
is a major element, too.
“It feels good and it feels
like home to our resi-
dents,” she says. “We're
right down the road
from Mount Lemmon,
Saguaro National Park,
and the famous Saturday
Shootout group ride, It's
not just about warmth
and sunshine. Being
here offers something
beautiful.”

In fact, she says,
more than half of Home-
stretch's attendees have
already reapplied to
return to Arizona. Tucson,
she says, is an ideal
setting for elite athletes,
especially cyclists. “We've
got something for every
type of rider, whether
you're a climber or a
sprinter or a GC special-
ist in road racing,” says
Bertine. “And we've got
“Mount Lemmon, is an

amazing 9,000-foot climb
that goes through just
about every ecosystem
possible, from desert to
tundra. It's an extraordi-
nary training tool.”

But hardcore training
isn't Tucson’s only, or even
its main, draw. Bertine says
the open nature of Arizona's
cycling culture is one
reason she will likely call
the place home for the
rest of her life. “You see
this vast demographic in
Tucson'’s cycling culture,
with people from all walks
of life out biking on the
paths and roads. | love that.”
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AFTER A CHILDHOOD SPENT IN NORTHERN
ARIZONA, LEN NECEFER IS GETTING TO KNOW
THE NATURAL WONDERS DOWN SOUTH

en Necefer took the

long way to southern
Arizona. Growing up in the
high desert of northern
Arizona, the Navajo
Nation member left the
state to go to college, ulti-
mately earning his Ph.D.
in engineering and public
policy out East before
ending up in the Rockies.
But those experiences
only gave him a deeper
appreciation for home:
Arizona was more beauti-
ful, the air was cleaner,
and there were more wild
spaces to explore.

That's why the 30-year-
old entrepreneur, profes-
sor, and outdoor enthusi-
ast recently took a job at
the University of Arizona,
in Tucson, researching
natural resource policy
and recreation near tribal
lands in North America.

The move brings him

to a desert landscape
very different from his
home up north, one he'd
glimpsed only a few
times before. But what
he's found is that the
Sonoran Desert still feels
like home, even if the
saguaro and organ pipe
are new. "It’s almost like
a completely different
state,” he says. “The
geography between the
north and the south is so
different. Even the smell
is different, but familiar.
Up north, it smells like
sage, and down here you
can smell the creosote.
That’s how I'm relating
to the place.”

The rock climbing
around Tucson has also
made Necefer, an avid
climber, feel at home.

Tucson is a hidden gem

for climbing,” he says.
“There are three major
climbing spots within an
hour of the city.” His two
favorite places so far are
Mount Lemmon, north

of the city, with more
than 1,500 routes, and
Cochise Stronghold, in
the Dragoon Mountains,
which he recently visited
for the first time with
Outside. “It's the ancestral
homeland of the Apache,”
says Necefer. “There's

a really cool story here
about how Geronimo and
40 other Apache outran
the U.S. Calvary for, like,
nine months.”

The area also has
deeper significance for
Necefer personally. O
of his main passions
is helping indigenous
peoples connect with
the natural areas near
or overlapping their
traditional lands. With
that in mind, a few years
ago Necefer founded
a company called
NativesOutdoors to help
native people share their
stories and culture and
facilitate collaboration

with the outdoor industry.

The company began as

a social media project
highlighting stories and
images of indigenous
people, but over time
Necefer began consulting
with outdoor companies
about the intersections
between tribes, public
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There's a really
big opportunity to
build an outdoor
industry on
tribal lands with
native people

land, and outdoor
recreation.

“There's a really big
opportunity to build an
outdoor industry on tribal
lands with native people,”
he says. "We're kind of
getting the ball rolling.
There are 22 tribes here in
Arizona, with thousands
of years of culture and
history. There’s a lot of
cool influence that can be
brought to the industry.
We're using our company
as a conduit for that.”

Even growing up in
Arizona, many of those
tribal stories are new to
Necefer, like the experi-
ence of the Apaches and
their history in Cochise
Stronghold and other
parts of the Sonoran
Desert. “I'm beginning
to experience the place
through their lens,” he
says. "You don't have to
travel overseas to see a
different culture. You can
see plenty right here.”

ARIZONA

THE GRAND CANYON STATE

——







ADVERTISING EFFECTIVENESS @

815,000

$1.4 Billion



RETURN ON INVESTMENT @

$32.00

$1.00



Sunshine to Share




Expedition Foodie



The Ultimate Storytellers:

Travel Writers and Editors




N .EW,,\

L B




PRELUDIO
Ungrupodesenderistasestipor  ron Trading Post, Un sito estable
emprender el Rim to Rim (R2R),  cco en 1916 y en el que los nativos
guiados por Sera Whitten, Brian  americanos sollan descansa tras
Jump y Jmmy Fulmer expertos  haberintercambiado productos.
guias de Arizona Outback Ad: Hoy en esta Reserva india o
ventures (AOA). Vajo, Brian -elguia ider- aprovecha
A bordo de una camioneta,  para repasar una leccién de cam
que parte de Scottsdalehac el pisma y entrega a quienes ko han
borde norte del catn, van 10s  sofcitadolamochia, tensiios para
participantes que previo 3 esta  comer y bastones de trekking.
tavesiafortalecieron corazdn s Luego de aimorzar, el camino
continta hacia Jacob Lake nn. An
botas y mandaron una catade  tes de descansar hay que elegir qué
aprobaciin médica se empacara en la mochila El con
Casi.a mitad deltrayecta.el  cuctor lleverd el equipaje sobrante
conductor se detiene en Came-  hasta el borde sur.

con agua, ellos prep

Dificil dcir aids al Indian Garden,

de cabeza
1 Botas de senderismo (respirables)

W Sandalias
8 Protector solary blsamo abial con SPF
W Botiquin con analgésicos, antidirreicos

W Baterias portaties para recargar el celular

chapuzt inyecta energ:
ver al sencero

de pendientes por hacer antes de
partir de este mundo.

Deste 80 s anoche. s or gl 460 Tre Cateencepon
eperencs Exredonis Jocabakaln, o R 0 s st e .
Vs (ONKa  perateeinsslionie 3 2noche desleri 595
oo e Desbincs e pae e MAS WFORMACKON
oy © mied e
S
; * & taade s e Y
e o e P
‘el Jacob Lake inn. A la mafiana antelacion, byl
& siguiente nos trasiadaron. por  acampar. Consulta: www. celular esmuy fimitado. Hay  indexhtm
s- lectricidad en Phants vewwyisitarizona.com
eldepdlipi sy hesialen ke e
2 K Tk ol e AR
52/ s | T 3 . =
. °H O =emiiis Adventures e varios aven de os prestadores de servicios

36/ cvae visge /57



FY20 Strategic
Marketing Outlook

.*'

M




INCREASE IN FUNDING @éﬂ

MILLION



FY20 AGENCY GOALS @&

Dallas

Strategic Marketing
Mega Events

Destination Management



ARIZONA

Thank You!




